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CMP.M01 
 

Community Medicine 
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Migrant Health Care 
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Biostatistics in Clinical Medicine 
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CMP.M07 
 

Introduction to Public Health 

 
CMP.M08 
 

International Health   

 
CMP.M10 Research in Population Health 

 



COMMUNITY MEDICINE  
CMP.M01 
DURATION: 2-4 weeks 
ENROLLMENT: Maximum 1 student/site 
VISITING STUDENTS: No  
PCR MAJORITY: Yes 
 

 
 
PREREQUISITE: 

 
 
Completion of Year Two Community Medicine Requirement. 

 
FACULTY: 

 
Mercer University School of Medicine Community Preceptors  

 
REPORT: 

 
Selected rural and/or underserved sites, Georgia.     

 
CONTACT: 

 
Dr. Marie Dent    912-350-0392  
E-mail: Dent_mm@mercer.edu or Dr. Jerry Daniel 478-301-5129 
E-mail: Daniel_jb@mercer.edu 
 

 
DESCRIPTION: 
This elective focuses on the integration of Community Medicine and Clinical Medicine in a private 
practice, rural/underserved health care setting.  Possible settings include both primary care specialties 
and medical sub-specialties.  The student will participate fully with the preceptor in a wide variety of 
practice responsibilities in the office and/or community related settings.  The elective must be taken in 
increments of two-consecutive weeks.  
  
 
OBJECTIVES: 

 To gain an understanding of the practice of medicine in a variety of settings. 
 To prepare a written report (5-6 pages) that would review the primary, secondary, and tertiary 

preventive measures observed in the practice or prepare a structured reflection. 
 To discuss with the preceptor the medical, social and ethical issues involved in the selected 

specialty. 
 
 
EVALUATION: 
Satisfactory completion of the written report and a satisfactory evaluation by the community-based 
preceptor will be required. The preceptor’s evaluation of the student will include knowledge, skill, and 
professionalism.    



MIGRANT HEALTH CARE  
CMP.M02 
DURATION: 2–4 weeks 
ENROLLMENT: Maximum 1 student 
VISITING STUDENTS: No 
 PCR MAJORITY: Yes  
 

 
 
PREREQUISITE: 

 
 
Completion of Year Two Community Medicine Requirement.   

 
FACULTY: 

 
Dr. Marie Dent 

 
REPORT: 

 
MUSM, Macon, Georgia and Migrant Health Clinics    

 
CONTACT: 

 
Dr. Marie Dent, 912-350-0392 
E-mail: Dent_mm@mercer.edu or Dr. Jerry Daniel 478-301-5129 
E-mail: Daniel_jb@mercer.edu 
 

 
DESCRIPTION: 
This course will provide an introduction to clinical problems in migrant health care settings in Georgia.  
The student will observe and participate with physicians and midlevel providers in the delivery of health 
care to migrant populations.   
 
 
OBJECTIVES: 

 To observe and participate in a multi-cultural health care delivery setting. 
 To observe and participate with physicians providing health care through a multidisciplinary health 

care team.  
 To understand the problems and multiple barriers of providing and delivering effective health care to 

a migrant worker population. 
 To learn about the disease and health care problems of an indigent and uninsured population. 
 To understand the occupational and environmental conditions of the migrant population. 
 To learn about occupational medicine as it relates to the agriculture industry. 
 To discuss with the preceptor the rationale of treatment rendered. 
 To read material relating to migrant, multicultural, and occupational health care and discuss with 

preceptor. 
 To prepare a 5-6 page paper on a topic related to migrant health or to write a structured reflection 

regarding the experience. 
 
 
EVALUATION: 
Satisfactory completion of the written report and a satisfactory evaluation by the community-based 
preceptor will be required. The preceptor’s evaluation of the student will include knowledge, skill, and 
professionalism.    
 



  
BIOSTATISTICS IN CLINICAL MEDICINE  
CMP.M05 
DURATION: 2 weeks 
ENROLLMENT: Maximum 5 students 
VISITING STUDENTS: No  
PCR MAJORITY: No  
 

 
 
PREREQUISITE: 

 
 
Previous statistics course. 

 
FACULTY: 

 
Dr. Fan Chen 

 
REPORT: 

 
MUSM, Macon, Georgia 

 
CONTACT: 

 
Dr. M. Marie Dent, 912-350-0392  
E-mail: dent_mm@mercer.edu or Dr.  Jerry Daniel 478-301-5129  
E-mail: daniel_jb@mercer.edu 
 

 
DESCRIPTION: 
This course will provide an overview of basic descriptive statistics and how they are applied and used in 
the medical literature.  The student will learn how to sample, describe, test hypothesis, analyze, and 
present data obtained from the medical records in a health care center practice.  Simple inferential 
statistics such as t-test, z-test, chi-square, and f-tests will be discussed in the context of the medical 
literature. 
 
 
OBJECTIVES: 

 To evaluate the statistical applications used in the medical literature. 
 To learn how to sample medical records from patient files. 
 To understand the basic statistical meaning used in clinical medicine. 
 To be knowledgeable of the major issues in Biostatistics, which can result in error and inappropriate 

conclusions.  
 Submit a biostatistical appraisal of a published article pertaining to the appropriateness of the 

research results.   
 Set up a sample design and select an appropriate sample from the medical records in a clinic. 

 
 
EVALUATION: 
Satisfactory completion of the written requirements and a satisfactory evaluation by the faculty will be 
required. The faculty’s evaluation of the student will include knowledge, skill, and professionalism.    
  
 



FUNDAMENTALS OF EPIDEMIOLOGY  
CMP.06 
DURATION: 2 weeks 
ENROLLMENT: Maximum 5 students 
VISITING STUDENTS: No 
PCR MAJORITY: No   
 

 
 
PREREQUISITE: 

 
 
Completion of Year Two Community Medicine Requirement. 

 
FACULTY: 

 
Selected faculty from Community Medicine and the community  

 
REPORT: 

 
MUSM, Macon, Georgia 

 
CONTACT: 

 
Dr. M. Marie Dent, 912-350-0392  
E-mail: dent_mm@mercer.edu  or Dr. Jerry Daniel 478-301-5129  
E-mail: daniel_jb@mercer.edu 
 

 
DESCRIPTION: 
Basic descriptive epidemiology concepts of person, place, and time will be explored in the 
classroom and at a local department of health. * Concepts related to study design (case control, 
follow-up, cross-sectional, and clinical trial) and evaluation of screening tests will be studied.  
Emphasis will be on how family practice physicians can use epidemiological methods in their 
everyday practice. 
 
* The student will be assigned to a local public health department to do a descriptive 
epidemiological study project on a specific local health program. 
 
 
OBJECTIVES: 

 To select a disease for study and understand the descriptive epidemiology of that disease in a 
local area (i.e. person, place, and time). 

 To understand the basic study designs used in clinical experiments. 
 To evaluate the medical literature. 
 To utilize basic epidemiological skills in a family practice setting.  
 Prepare a brief written or oral report on the experience in the local health department.   

 
 
EVALUATION: 
Satisfactory completion of the oral or written report and a satisfactory evaluation by the faculty and 
community-based preceptor will be required. The evaluation of the student will include knowledge, 
skill, and professionalism.    
 



INTRODUCTION TO PUBLIC HEALTH  
CMP.M07 
DURATION: 2 weeks 
ENROLLMENT: Maximum 2 students 
VISITING STUDENTS: No  
PCR MAJORITY: No 
 

 
 
PREREQUISITE: 

 
 
Completion of Year Two Community Medicine Requirement. 

 
FACULTY: State of Georgia, District Health Officers 
 
REPORT: 

 
District Health Offices   Limited availability, check schedule with program 
coordinator 

 
CONTACT: 

 
Dr. Marie Dent  912-350-0392 E-mail: Dent_mm@mercer.edu or Dr. Jerry 
Daniel 478-301-5129 E-mail: Daniel_jb@mercer.edu 
 

 
DESCRIPTION: 
The student will be assigned to a health district of the Georgia Department of Human Resources, 
Division of Public Health, to work with the staff including the District Medical Officer.  Opportunities 
to explore and understand the administration, delivery, and functions of local health programs will be 
provided.  Examples of such programs include Maternal High Risk Program; WIC (Women, Infants and 
Children); Women’s Health Program; Stroke, Hypertension, and Heart Attack Program; and Diabetes 
Control Program.  The student will come face-to-face with the problems and solutions of the delivery of 
public health programs in Georgia. 
 
 
OBJECTIVES: 

 To understand the basic principles of public health. 
 To aid in the screening and evaluation of patients in the health department. 
 To understand a practice setting from the health officer’s (administration) point of view. 
 To experience the delivery and function of many of the health programs in local health 

departments.  
 Prepare an oral report or structured reflection relating to the various experiences that occurred in 

the practice setting. 
 
 
EVALUATION: 
Satisfactory completion of the oral report and a satisfactory evaluation by the community-based 
preceptor will be required. The preceptor’s evaluation of the student will include knowledge, skill, and 
professionalism.    
 



INTERNATIONAL HEALTH 
CMP.M08 CROSS LISTED WITH 
FAM.M12 
DURATION: 1–4 weeks 
ENROLLMENT: Maximum 3 students per campus, 6 students total 
VISITING STUDENTS: No  
PCR MAJORITY: Yes  
 

 
PREREQUISITE: 

 
Prior approval by one of the course faculty is required. Contact with 
faculty should normally be made by at least three months prior to 
the beginning of the rotation.   

FACULTY: 
 
Dr. William Bina (Community Medicine), Dr. Robert B. Hash 
(International Programs); Dr. Sylvia Shellenberger (Family 
Medicine); Dr. Mike Smith, Dr. Harold Katner and Dr. Mark Byler 
(Internal Medicine) 

 
REPORT: 

 
Japan, Korea, Argentina and Zimbabwe. Other sites may be added  

 
CONTACT: 

 
Dr. Robert B. Hash (Japan; Korea), 912-350-1469;  Dr. William F. 
Bina, 478-301-2804; Dr. Sylvia Shellenberger (Argentina) 478-633-
5546; Drs. Smith, Katner, Byler (Zimbabwe) 478-301-5832 

  
 
DESCRIPTION: 
The purpose of this elective is to provide exposure to general health care practices and issues in a 
foreign country.  Experiences include activities involved in patient care under supervision at ambulatory 
care clinics, hospitals, and public health programs depending on student interests. 
 
 
OBJECTIVES: 

 To observe and experience the general health system of a foreign institution and to describe 
similarities and differences with the U.S. system. 

 To promote mutual understanding and respect. 
 To enhance medical skills, to appreciate an inside view of another culture, and to describe how 

cultural differences impact health care. 
 
 
EVALUATION: 
An evaluation on each student will be performed at the end of the experience.  This will be based on 
how well he/she met the above objectives.  A report describing the experiences will be required and is 
due one week after the visit.  The report may include a structured reflection.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESEARCH IN POPULATION HEALTH 
CMP.M10 
DURATION:   4 weeks 
ENROLLMENT:   Maximum 1 student 
VISITING STUDENTS: No 
PCR Majority:  No 
 

 
PREREQUISITE: 

 
Successful completion of Year Two Community Medicine 
requirements. 

 
FACULTY: 
 
CONTACT: 

 
Selected Faculty in Community Medicine 
 

Dr. M. Marie Dent, 912-350-0392 
E-mail:  dent_mm@mercer.edu or Dr. Jerry Daniel 478-301-5129  
E-mail : daniel_jb@mercer.edu 

  

 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
This elective enables the student to work closely with a faculty preceptor to investigate an issue related 
to population health.  Activities will be directed towards publishing a paper or making a significant 
presentation.  The exact content will be negotiated and is dependent upon the needs and abilities of the 
student. 
 
 
OBJECTIVES: 

 To provide the student with experience in developing and investigating an appropriate research 
question in population health. 

 To develop skills in designing a research protocol, conducting research, analyzing data, and 
preparing manuscripts for publication or presentation. 

 To enhance the student’s ability to critically review current medical literature. 
 Prepare a first draft of an article intended for publication or presentation. 

 
 
EVALUATION: 
Student will meet periodically with faculty preceptor to review learning issues, assess progress of 
the research, and make future plans regarding the research.  Final evaluation will be based on the 
satisfactory completion of the first draft of an article intended for publication or presentation.  
Student’s knowledge, skill, and professionalism will also be evaluated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


