EBM Evidence Pyramid

Most Clinically Relevant

Systematic Reviews  comprenensive survey of studies previously done on a topic. A meta-
and Meta-analyses  analysis takes results and combines statistically.

Randomized Patients randomly assigned to control or experimental group. Standard method of answering questions
Controlled Double about the effectiveness of different therapies.
Blind Studies Patients who presently have a certain condition and/or receive a particular treatment

are followed over time and compared with another group who are not affected.
Studies in which patients who already have a certain condition are compared with people who do not.

Collections of reports on the treatment of individual patients.

Reports on a single patient.

Least Clinically Relevant

Based on material from SUNY Downstate Medical Center/Medical Research Library of Brooklyn
http://library.downstate.edu/ebm/toc.html
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