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DOCTORAL HOODING
CEREMONY
May 2, 2024 

Hooding Participants

MACON
Speaker  |  Keisha R. Callins, MD, MPH, Professor of Obstetrician-Gynecologist 

Hooders | Allen Tindol, MD, Associate Professor of Internal Medicine 
     Ed Grimsley, MD, Senior Associate Dean - Macon Campus  
     Krista Mincey, DrPH, MPH, MCHES ®,  
     Associate Professor of Community Medicine

SAVANNAH
Speaker  |  Jeffrey M. Ignatoff, MD, Associate Professor, Pathology and Clinical Sciences

Hooders | David Baxter, MD, Senior Associate Dean - Savannah Campus 

      Joyce Gulle, MD, Associate Professor of Pathology and Clinical Sciences

COLUMBUS
Speaker  |  Grant Scarborough, MD, Founder and CEO of MercyMed Columbus, 
      Assistant Professor of Internal Medicine 

Hooders |  Joe Eikelberry, MD, Assistant Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology  
       James Majors, MD, Assistant Professor of Surgery 
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MERCER UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

Established in 1982, Mercer University School of Medicine’s mission is to 
educate physicians and health professionals to meet the primary care and 
healthcare needs of rural medically underserved areas in Georgia.  
We have three main campuses—in Macon, Savannah and Columbus— 
all united by this mission.

Macon

Savannah

Our Vision
The grand challenges of rural health are resolved through education, 
research, and community engagement. 

Our Mission
To educate physicians and health professionals to meet the primary care 
and healthcare needs of rural medically underserved areas in Georgia.

Columbus
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Student Distinctions 
Honor Cords and Medallions

The Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) in Rural Health Sciences program at 
Mercer University School of Medicine is a multidisciplinary program 
that draws from medicine, psychology, sociology, epidemiology, statistics, 
communication, management, economics, and political science. In 2020,  
the program welcomed its first cohort, which went on to graduate in 2023. 
Ben West, PhD is the fourth graduate of the program. 

Doctor of Philosophy
Rural Health Sciences

Herman Ben West
Dissertation: Testing for Lead Exposure in  
Clay Target Shooting Teams
Advocate: Brad Lian, PhD, Associate Professor

Cords and medallions are presented to students based on their academic 
achievement, military status, community service, or extracurricular involvements.  

Academic Achievement ..........................................................................Orange and Gold

Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society .....................................Green and Gold 

Bears Excelling in the Area of Research ....................................................................Tan 

Bears Exploring Academic Medicine .........................................................................Red 

Certificate in Medical Ethics and Humanities ....................................................White 

Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta Scholar .........................................Orange and Green 

COVID Service Award ..............................................................................................Purple 

Distinction in Service and to the Community .......................................... Kelly Green 

Gold Humanism Honor Society ....................................................................... Burgundy 

Military/Veteran .................................................................................Red, White, and Blue

MUSM Student Ambassador ..................................................................................Orange 

Nathan Deal Scholar .................................................................................................. Yellow 

The Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi .............................................................Royal Blue

Primary Care Accelerated Track Scholar ............................................. Gold Medallion

Underrepresented in Medicine Ambassadors .................................Orange and Black
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Doctor of Medicine
Macon Campus

Kelby Flournoy Bulles Courtney Elizabeth 
Civelli

Aditi Ashishkumar  
Dave

Benjamin Dale Day

Courtney T. Dunlap Brooke Barker Eck

Evan Elizabeth Hall Chandler Shackelford 
Hammond

Hannah Marie 
Hardwell

Ethan Elliott Harrison

Yazan Alwawi Sara Catherine Auger Sarah Bakr Logan Douglas Brookshire

Rachel Anne FrickerMacie Adele Edwards

Kayla D. Kelley Nathaniel K. Kitchens Thao Thi Le J’Lynn Lewis

Nicholas William 
Maron

Zachary Ryan Massey Haley Elisabeth  
Matthews

Hannah Paige  
McQueen

Jay Alex Hilton Kaitlyn Denise Holder Austin Joe Huddleston Sally Elizabeth Jones

Avani Ashok PatelBrandon Tran 
Nguyen

Yvonne G. Nguyen Stormy Orlin
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Latisha Tamika PryorTirth Parag Patel Yash Bharatkuma 
Patel

Kyle G. Wicker

Cason Wilkin

Michelle D. Simmons

Jason C. Smith Anish P. Sutaria Haaroon Mohammed 
Tariq

Doctor of Medicine
Macon Campus

Doctor of Medicine
Savannah Campus

Randall Cody Brown Steven Henry Carroll

Neel Atawala Matthew Ryan  
Beblowski

Carlyle Miller Cone Chasen Hall Cottle

Justin B. Choi Seth Andrew Clary

Muhammed Subhi 
Al Jabi

Delon Alaine Altherr

Nicole E. Doetch Kaitlyn Elizabeth 
Dorsey

Chandler Lee 
Cubbedge

Nigel D’Souza

William Vann Downs Natalie Kate Goodman
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Abigail Lane Haythorn Christopher Hogue

Kimberly Autumn 
Gunby

Sage Marie Havrilla

Huey Huynh Sean Henry Jackewicz

Nicholas Adam 
Howard

Eric Wayne Hua

Shaquita T. Greene Christina Grace Gross

Alyssa Marie Moffitt Slaine Sinead  
O’Bryant

William Wells Lundy Kathryn Elizabeth 
McGraw

Amanda Paige Porter Christian Buchanan 
Robertson

Doctor of Medicine
Savannah Campus

Alexis G. Strahan Brooks Ashmore 
Stroud

Cullen D. Smith Joncel Stephens

Brittany N. Tran Abby Alaine Unger

Claire Marie Tibbetts Rachel B. Toller

Emily Todd  
Schlottman

Melanie Shanlin  
Shoemaker

Danielle Dee Windom Sabrina Rose  
Worrell-Fraser
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Veronica A. Mize Kendra D. Moore

Neill B. Hatcher Alicia M. May

Abigail Summer 
Owens

John D. Patton

Webster Kohen  
Newsome

Rachel Catherine 
Nissen-Uphouse

Rictavious J. Bowens Cody D. Carrell

Boris Milutin  
Velimirovich

Alicia Marie Williams

Austin Daniel Peigh Gabriella Lea Stribling

Larson Zettler

Doctor of Medicine
Columbus Campus

After many years of hard work, Mercer University School of Medicine’s 
graduates are on to the next phase in their careers and this is where their 
upcoming years in residency will be spent.

RESIDENCY 
DESTINATIONS

Muhammed Subhi Al Jabi
Family Medicine
Emory University School of Medicine
Atlanta, GA 

Delon Alaine Altherr
Transitional 
Grand Strand Regional Medical Center
Myrtle Beach, SC
 Radiology-Diagnostic 
Memorial Health University Medical Center 
Savannah, GA

Yazan Alwawi
Internal Medicine
University of South Florida  
Morsani College of Medicine - Tampa
Tampa, FL

Neel Atawala
Anesthesiology
University of Tennessee  
Graduate School of Medicine
Knoxville, TN

Sara Catherine Auger
General Surgery
University of Florida  
College of Medicine - Jacksonville
Jacksonville, FL

Sarah Bakr
Family Medicine
Piedmont Columbus Regional
Columbus, GA

Matthew Ryan Beblowski
General Surgery
Eastern Virginia Medical School
Norfolk, VA

Logan Douglas Brookshire
Emergency Medicine (Military)
Carl R. Darnall Army Medical Center
Fort Cavazos, TX

Randall Cody Brown
Internal Medicine
Memorial Health University Medical Center
Savannah, GA

Kelby Flournoy Bulles
Obstetrics-Gynecology (Military)
Naval Medical Center Portsmouth
Portsmouth, VA

Cody D. Carrell
Psychiatry
Medical College of Georgia
Augusta, GA

Steven Henry Carroll
Internal Medicine
Medical College of Georgia
Augusta, GA

Justin B. Choi
Internal Medicine
Morehouse School of Medicine 
Atlanta, GA

Courtney Elizabeth Civelli
Internal Medicine
University of Arizona  
College of Medicine - Phoenix
Phoenix, AZ

Seth Andrew Clary
Anesthesiology
Ochsner Clinic Foundation
New Orleans, LA
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Carlyle Miller Cone
Emergency Medicine
University of Alabama  
Medical Center - Birmingham
Birmingham, AL

Chasen Hall Cottle
Internal Medicine
Mayo Clinic School of Graduate  
Medical Education 
Jacksonville, FL

Chandler Lee Cubbedge
Psychiatry
Emory University School of Medicine
Atlanta, GA

Nigel D'Souza
Internal Medicine
Memorial Health University Medical Center
Savannah, GA

Aditi Ashishkumar Dave
Family Medicine
Cahaba Medical Care- Alabama Urban
Birmingham, AL

Benjamin Dale Day
Internal Medicine
University of Alabama  
Medical Center - Birmingham
Birmingham, AL

Nicole E. Doetch
Internal Medicine
Brookwood Baptist Health
Birmingham, AL

Kaitlyn Elizabeth Dorsey
Pediatrics
University of Tennessee  
College of Medicine - Chattanooga
Chattanooga, TN

William Vann Downs
Family Medicine
Memorial Health University Medical Center
Savannah, GA

Courtney T. Dunlap
Otolaryngology
Eastern Virginia Medical School
Norfolk, VA

Brooke Barker Eck
Psychiatry
Piedmont Macon Medical Center
Macon, GA

Macie Adele Edwards
General Surgery
Novant Health New Hanover  
Regional Medical Center
Wilmington, NC

Rachel Anne Fricker
Internal Medicine
Mayo Clinic School of Graduate  
Medical Education 
Jacksonville, FL

Natalie Kate Goodman
Emergency Medicine
Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center
Winston-Salem, NC

Shaquita T. Greene
Obstetrics-Gynecology
Morehouse School of Medicine 
Atlanta, GA

Christina Grace Gross
General Surgery
Spartanburg Regional Healthcare
Spartanburg, SC

Kimberly Autumn Gunby
Pediatrics
Medical College of Georgia
Augusta, GA

Evan Elizabeth Hall
Family Medicine
Tallahassee Memorial HealthCare
Tallahassee, FL

Chandler Shackelford Hammond
Urology
University of Tennessee - Knoxville
Knoxville, TN

Hannah Marie Hardwell
Internal Medicine
WellStar Kennestone  
Regional Medical Center
Marietta, GA

Ethan Elliott Harrison
Family Medicine
Floyd Medical Center
Rome, GA

Neill Bo Hatcher
General Surgery
Trident Medical Center
Charleston, SC

Sage Marie Havrilla
Family Medicine
Memorial Health University Medical Center
Savannah, GA

Abigail Lane Haythorn
Obstetrics-Gynecology
Memorial Health University Medical Center
Savannah, GA

Jay Alex Hilton
Internal Medicine
Medical College of Georgia
Augusta, GA

Christopher Hogue
Transitional 
Lexington Medical Center
West Columbia, SC
 Radiology-Diagnostic
Memorial Health University Medical Center
Savannah, GA

Kaitlyn Denise Holder
Emergency Medicine
WellStar Kennestone  
Regional Medical Center
Marietta, GA

Nicholas Adam Howard
Orthopaedic Surgery
University of Tennessee  
Health Science Center - Memphis
Memphis, TN

Eric Wayne Hua
Internal Medicine
Memorial Health University Medical Center
Savannah, GA

Austin Joe Huddleston
Emergency Medicine
University of Texas Southwestern  
Medical School 
Dallas, TX

Huey Huynh
Internal Medicine
Emory University School of Medicine
Atlanta, GA

Sean Henry Jackewicz
Internal Medicine (Military)
Walter Reed National Military  
Medical Center
Bethesda, MD

Sally Elizabeth Jones
Internal Medicine
University of Alabama  
Medical Center - Birmingham
Birmingham, AL

Kayla D. Kelley
Pediatrics - ACT
Atrium Health Navicent The Medical Center 
Macon, GA

Nathaniel K. Kitchens
Internal Medicine
Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center
Winston-Salem, NC

Thao Thi Le
Medicine-Primary
University of Texas at Austin Dell  
Medical School
Austin, TX

J'Lynn Lewis
Emergency Medicine
WellStar Kennestone  
Regional Medical Center
Marietta, GA

William Wells Lundy
Family Medicine
Ventura County Medical Center
Ventura, CA

Nicholas William Maron
Family Medicine
Orlando Health Bayfront Hospital
St. Petersburg, FL

Zachary Ryan Massey
Anesthesiology
Medical College of Georgia
Augusta, GA

Haley Elisabeth Matthews
Neurology
Vanderbilt University Medical Center
Nashville, TN

Alicia M. May
Obstetrics-Gynecology
Morehouse School of Medicine 
Atlanta, GA

Kathryn Elizabeth McGraw
Pediatrics
Vanderbilt University Medical Center
Nashville, TN
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Hannah Paige McQueen
Pathology
Medical University of South Carolina
Charleston, SC

Veronica A. Mize
Obstetrics-Gynecology
Prisma Health - University of South Carolina  
School of Medicine Greenville
Greenville, SC

Alyssa Marie Moffitt
Obstetrics-Gynecology
Prisma Health - University of South Carolina  
School of Medicine Greenville
Greenville, SC

Kendra D. Moore
Pediatrics
University of North Carolina Hospitals
Chapel Hill, NC

Webster Kohen Newsome
General Surgery (Military)
Brookwood Baptist Health
Birmingham, AL

Brandon Tran Nguyen
Psychiatry
Gateway Behavioral Health  
Community Service
Savannah, GA

Yvonne G. Nguyen
Ophthalmology
Tulane University
New Orleans, LA

Rachel Catherine Nissen-Uphouse
Obstetrics-Gynecology
Atrium Health Navicent The Medical Center
Macon, GA

Slaine Sinéad O'Bryant
Internal Medicine
University of Alabama  
Medical Center - Birmingham
Birmingham, AL

Stormy Orlin
General Surgery
WellStar Kennestone  
Regional Medical Center
Marietta, GA

Abigail Summer Owens
Transitional 
Piedmont Macon Medical Center
Macon, GA
 Radiology-Diagnostic
Medical College of Georgia
Augusta, GA

Avani Ashok Patel
Family Medicine
WellStar Kennestone  
Regional Medical Center
Smyrna, GA

Tirth Parag Patel
Anesthesiology
Rush University Medical Center
Chicago, IL

Yash Bharatkuma Patel
Emergency Medicine
WellStar Kennestone  
Regional Medical Center
Marietta, GA

John D. Patton
Emergency Medicine
Northeast Georgia Medical Center
Gainesville, GA

Austin Daniel Peigh
Psychiatry
Medical College of Georgia
Augusta, GA

Amanda Paige Porter
Transitional
University of Kentucky Medical Center
Bowling Green, KY
 Dermatology
LSU School of Medicine 
New Orleans, LA

Latisha Tamika Pryor 
Obstetrics-Gynecology
WellStar Kennestone  
Regional Medical Center
Marietta, GA

Christian Buchanan Robertson
Internal Medicine
Medical University of South Carolina
Charleston, SC

Emily Todd Schlottman
Psychiatry
Gateway Behavioral Health  
Community Service
Savannah, GA

Melanie Shanlin Shoemaker
Emergency Medicine
Eastern Virginia Medical School
Norfolk, VA

Michelle D. Simmons
Family Medicine - ACT
Atrium Health Navicent The Medical Center 
Macon, GA

Cullen D. Smith
Obstetrics-Gynecology
Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center
Winston-Salem, NC

Jason C. Smith
Emergency Medicine
HCA Florida Orange Park Hospital
Orange Park, FL

Joncel Stephens
Obstetrics-Gynecology
University of South Alabama Hospitals
Mobile, AL

Alexis G. Strahan
Internal Medicine
Mass General Brigham - Massachusetts 
General Hospital
Boston, MA
 Dermatology
Mass General Brigham - Massachusetts 
General Hospital
Boston, MA

Gabriella Lea Stribling
Obstetrics-Gynecology
University of Florida  
College of Medicine - Jacksonville
Jacksonville, FL

Brooks Ashmore Stroud
General Surgery
Brookwood Baptist Health
Birmingham, AL

Anish P. Sutaria
Internal Medicine 
Atrium Health Navicent The Medical Center
Macon, GA
 Radiology-Diagnostic
Memorial Health University Medical Center
Savannah, GA

Haaroon Mohammed Tariq
Internal Medicine
WellStar Kennestone  
Regional Medical Center
Marietta, GA

Claire Marie Tibbetts
Emergency Medicine
University of Tennessee  
College of Medicine - Chattanooga
Chattanooga, TN

Rachel B. Toller
Internal Medicine
Prisma Health - University of South Carolina  
School of Medicine Greenville
Greenville, SC

Brittany N. Tran
Pediatrics
Tulane University School of Medicine
New Orleans, LA

Abby Alaine Unger
Obstetrics-Gynecology
University of Tennessee  
Health Science Center - Memphis
Memphis, TN

Boris Milutin Velimirovich
Transitional
Piedmont Macon Medical Center
Macon, GA

Kyle G. Wicker
Neurology
Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, PA

Cason Wilkin
Internal Medicine
Atrium Health Navicent The Medical Center
Macon, GA

Alicia Marie Williams
Obstetrics-Gynecology
WellStar Kennestone  
Regional Medical Center
Marietta, GA

Danielle Dee Windom
Pediatrics
University of Alabama  
Medical Center - Birmingham
Birmingham, AL

Sabrina Rose Worrell-Fraser
Medicine-Pediatrics
Prisma Health - University of South Carolina  
School of Medicine Greenville
Greenville, SC

Larson Zettler
Internal Medicine
University of South Alabama Hospitals
Mobile, AL
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