To be considered for federal and Mercer institutional funds, a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) must be submitted each year. Students may complete the FAFSA online at studentaid.gov/fafsa.
2025-2026 School Year
Complete the 2025-2026 Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) online at https://studentaid.gov/fafsa. The 2025-26 FAFSA is available beginning December 1, 2024 and requests income and tax information from calendar year 2023. Please note the following:

· You will need a FSA account to submit the FAFSA. If you do not already have a FSA account, please go to https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch and create an account prior to completing your FAFSA. 

· Complete the FAFSA using your name as it appears on your social security card.  

· Include Mercer University as a school choice so that your FAFSA results will be sent to us. Our school code is 001580.  

· Once your FAFSA is processed, you will receive a FAFSA Submission Summary with the official results. Be sure to carefully review the FAFSA Submission Summary to ensure the information is correct and to determine if you need to submit any additional information to Mercer or to the federal processor.  

Classes will begin in August; however, now is the time to start preparing a budget for school. We suggest that you take a close look at how you are currently spending your money and look for possible ways to cut expenses. Living on a budget as a student is an essential step for minimizing the debt you’ll face upon entering repayment. Also, you may want to begin paying down any credit card debt that you may have. The less debt you begin school with, the less debt you’ll have at the end. 

Doctor of Medicine Students: Please make every effort to complete the FAFSA by our April 1, 2025 priority deadline. This is a priority deadline, so you will not be denied any federal funding if you are unable to meet the deadline; however, Mercer institutional scholarships are first awarded to students who meet the priority deadline. If you are accepted after April 1, please complete your FAFSA within 3 weeks of your acceptance. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Master of Family Therapy, Master of Preclinical Sciences, PhD in Biomedical Sciences, PhD in Rural Health Sciences Students: Please make every effort to complete the FAFSA by our June 1, 2025 priority deadline. This is a priority deadline, so you will not be denied any federal funding if you are unable to meet the deadline. If you are accepted after June 1, please complete your FAFSA within 3 weeks of your acceptance. 
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